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I highly recommend this book to researchers interested in emergent bilingual literacy, 
as well as caregivers and educators of bilingual children. Its readability and clearly out-
lined recommendations are an indispensible resource for those looking to enhance and 
promote literacy instruction or launch further study in this field.

Greta Gorsuch (Ed.),  Working theories for teaching assistant development: Time-tested 
and robust theories, frameworks, and models for TA and ITA learning. Stillwater, OK: New 
Forums Press. 701 pp. ISBN 978-1-581072-24-2, US$54.95 (paperback)

Reviewed by: Gordon Tapper, University of Florida, USA

Teaching assistants (TAs), including international teaching assistants (ITAs) are respon-
sible for a growing percentage of the classroom instruction in universities in the USA. 
However, the training and development of this population of student educators tends to 
be uneven, parochial (institutionally variable), and theoretically unsophisticated.

Greta Gorsuch’s Working theories for teaching assistant development is a timely and 
ambitious attempt to jump start a national conversation and research initiative into the 
training of this crucial population of front-line educators. Like most edited volumes, 
some of the contributions are exemplary, stand-alone scholarly works, while others are 
more gestural in nature. Taken as a whole, however, this work represents the most sig-
nificant effort in years to rethink and re-theorize how we go about developing the teach-
ing skills of graduate TAs. This volume is divided into two parts: the first focusing on TA 
training in general and the second treating issues relevant for the rapidly growing number 
of international teaching assistants (ITAs) in the USA.

The first two chapters set the tone for the rest of the contributions. In Chapter 1, Patricia 
Hardré identifies a rich literature regarding the professional development of graduate TAs, 
including insights from neuroscience and instructional design. In Chapter 2, Dale Griffee’s 
‘Role of theory in TA and ITA research’ categorizes post-modern theories to render them 
more useful and useable for those involved in the training and development of TAs and ITAs. 
Together these first two chapters exemplify the rich, varied, and sometimes overwhelming 
literature synthesized in this volume and emphasize the centrality of theory for this work.

Much of Part 1 contributes theoretical insights into various aspects of TA development. 
Monica Cox and her colleagues use Brown and Cockings’ (Bransford, Brown, & Cocking, 
1999) How People Learn (HPL) framework to demonstrate the effectiveness of valid stu-
dent feedback in contributing to teaching improvement in the engineering class. Jarvis and 
Creasey utilize Attachment Theory to isolate those teaching behaviors that contribute to the 
growth of a positive attachment between students and TAs. In Chapter 5, Hardré provides 
an innovative and valuable discussion of the importance of TA self-determination followed 
by an insightful report by Amy Thompson et al. regarding the failure of second language 
acquisition (SLA) programs to prepare graduate TAs and future faculty to teach.

In Chapters 7–9 Nanda Dimitrov discusses disciplinary communication competence 
and illuminates the changing nature of academic discourse, Dale Griffee uses Grounded 
Theory to analyse the construction of teacher identity, and Miriam Ferzli et al. use Fuller’s 
(1969) Stages of Concern theory with data from questionnaires to track TA development: 
from preoccupation with self to eventual concern with student learning. Sociocultural 
Theory makes its appearance in Chapter 10 of this volume as Beatrice Dupuy and Heather 
Willis Allen describe the dialogical, socially-mediated, and longitudinal imperative of suc-
cessful teacher development in their case study of two foreign languages TAs.
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In Chapters 11–13, Greta Gorsuch uses concept and knowledge development theories 
to interrogate the relevance of assigned graduate readings for the classroom instruction 
of Applied Linguistics TAs. Yuan Zhang invokes Rapport Management Theory and 
Accommodation Theory to describe how ITAs attempt to manage their relations with 
their students. In the final chapter of Part 1, Barburhan Uzum combines Sociocultural 
and Language Socialization theories to explicate the turn-by-turn professional develop-
ment of a Turkish foreign language TA.

In Part 2, Gorsuch makes a strong argument for:

1. the importance of ITA training;
2. the need for an updated theoretical framework for this training that explains the 

why and not just the what of current best practices; and
3. the need for a national, rather than varied institutional, curriculum regarding the 

training of ITAs.

Catherine Smith’s ‘Instructional discourse and ITAs’ is a marvelous example of the kind 
of scholarship that Gorsuch desires. Using data from the Michigan Corpus of Academic 
Spoken English (MICASE) and informed by methods from corpus linguistics and regis-
ter studies, Smith asks what differences exist between the instructional discourse of 
native speaker (NS) faculty, NS TAs, and ITAs. Her insights regarding the (over)use of 
simple directives by both TAs and ITAs vis-à-vis faculty have important implications for 
how undergraduate students prioritize knowledge.

John Levis et al.’s ‘Written English into spoken’, draws on the earliest scholarly work 
concerning ITAs and is a wonderful, updated and upgraded, addition to our understand-
ing of how both NS and NNS (Indian and Chinese) speakers transform texts into variably 
comprehensible oral presentations. Systematic Functional Linguistics and Knowledge 
Structure Analysis provide fascinating insights into lexicogrammatical resources – 
including vocabulary richness, relationship of word choice to audience familiarity, etc. 
– to illuminate which aspects of language contribute to organizational comprehensibility 
in a classroom environment.

In the final five chapters of the book, Shahrzad Saif discusses the positive washback 
effect of training oriented around a high-stakes teaching test and Mary Jo Fletcher LaRocco 
provides a bibliographically-rich treatment of intercultural competence. Binmei Liu and 
Dongyang Wang use tools drawn from research into pragmatic competence to analyse the 
acquisition of more sophisticated teacher suggestions in a university chemistry lab. Finally, 
Greta Gorsuch and Eunjeong Lee, demonstrate the potential of conversation analytical (CA) 
tools to illuminate the nature of effective ITA communication in the Math classroom.

University administrators, faculty and staff with responsibility for supervising TAs 
and ITAs, as well as researchers interested in teacher and TA training should read this 
book. While these numerous, bibliographically-rich, contributions do not add up to a 
singular vision of how to train TAs, they do offer a smorgasbord of theoretical possibili-
ties hinting at a much more robust, informed, and systematic methodology for training 
and developing this neglected but important population of student educators.
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